
 
 Not just safety, reduce your pool upkeep too 
 

A common question we get is, “If the PowerPlastics Solid Safety Cover is more expensive than a net, how can I justify this 
cost?  
A PowerPlastics Solid Safety Cover is 2 to 3 times more expensive than a net but the answer is easy: a) the pool is 
completely covered giving 100% safety, b) it is an excellent way to cover a pool during winter to save on water 
evaporation, pool pump electricity and chemicals, and lastly c) it is infinitely easier to take on and off than a net! Read on 
for more detail on these and other benefits.  
 

Power savings: cleaner water requires less filtering and backwashing, which amounts to significant power savings. In an 
average domestic pool, the pool pump consumes 12% of the household’s electricity. The PowerPlastics Solid Safety Cover 
reduces this to 6%. 
 

Water savings: evaporation losses are reduced by up to 98%, requiring less water input to maintain optimum levels.  
 

Chemical savings: under a solid cover, algae growth is reduced and less debris collects in the water, allowing for less 
chemical input without compromising water hygiene. Water aesthetics are greatly improved. 
 

Winter pools: the PowerPlastics Solid Safety Cover is a savvy solution for closing a pool in winter months, requiring little 
effort to get the pool swim-ready after an extended period. 
 

 

             A reminder that it is National Water Week from 18 to 24 March 2014. Use any of our  
             pool covers to curb evaporation by 98%+ and reduce the amount of water used for  

pool top-ups. You will see significant savings! 

 

Product feature: the PowerPlastics Pool Covers Solid Safety Cover 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2005, the pool cover market was in need of a more refined solid safety cover that was a) affordable and b) easier to use. This 
led to the development of this unique PowerPlastics solid PVC safety cover that is both technically and aesthetically superior to 
others on the market and with more benefits than the traditional pool safety products. Today, it is the leading safety cover in SA 
and its design remains unparalleled, conforming to international safety standards as it supports the weight of two adults and a 
child (220kg).  
How it works: The cover is supported across the pool by aluminium battens that are secured into the cover. One end is anchored 
into place with removable anchor bolts, the opposite end has corresponding ratchets which allow the cover to be tightened.  
No fiddly hooks and eyelets, just simplicity of design and ease of use: some people incorrectly believe that without hooks and 
eyelets, the cover is not 100% safe. In fact, what makes this cover safer than its predecessors with hooks and eyelets is the 
superior tensioning system and the fact that its securing devices cannot be operated by a child.  
Pet safety: use the PowerPlastics Solid Safety Cover to prevent animals from drowning. Learn more about pet safety covers here. 
 

Features  

 Drainage system: a common drawback with first generation hooks and eyelet solid covers is that rain or sprinkler water can 
collect on top of the cover, forming a small pool that curious toddlers may be tempted to play in. Drainage holes in our second 
generation PowerPlastics Solid Safety Cover ensures that water drains into the pool, never accumulating on the cover.  

 Tamper proof: the lockable strapping system makes it difficult for a small child to tamper with or attempt to release the cover. 
The older hooks and eyelets cover did not have a central tensioning system and was therefore unsafe. 

 Durable: made from 550 gsm PVC, aluminium battens and industrial strength stainless steel ratchets. 

 Colours: comes in blue, black, racing green, grey, brown, mustard, beige and stone white. 

 Storage cover: our Covers for Covers range includes a protective cover in which to store the PowerPlastics Solid Safety Cover  
when off the pool. Click here to learn more about this storage solution that also extends the cover’s lifespan.  

 
When commenting and talking about safety covers, make sure you are able to differentiate between the PowerPlastics Solid 
Safety Cover and the first generation hooks and eyelet type covers which are not safe. 
 

Struggling to visualise how the cover and components work? Click here to visit our Downloads page on our website and view a 
selection of videos of the PowerPlastics Solid Safety Cover, including a clip demonstrating the weight tolerance and also how this 
cover prevents pets drowning. For more product specs and features, click here.  

 
 

Child drowning prevention: how to avoid a tragedy 

Unfortunately, television and media have a lot to answer for when it comes to how drowning is portrayed. Many accidents occur purely 
because those nearby believe they know how to identify a drowning in progress - loud cries for help, arms thrashing in the water, clear signs 
of struggle etc - when in fact drowning does not look like that at all. It is silent and quick, with no thrashing movements. Parents and 
caregivers should familiarise themselves with the real signs and symptoms and be aware that the appearance of a drowning can vary widely. 
A guide to the appearance of drownings is available for download here.  
 

Why you should act immediately 
The majority of children who survive are discovered within two minutes following submersion, and most children who die are found after 10 
minutes. Nearly all who require CPR die or are left with severe brain injury.  
All caregivers and parents should take a CPR course. If a child is found lifeless in a pool, start CPR and don’t stop until Emergency Services 
arrives.  
 

Layers of safety: 3 behaviours to safeguard children around the pool 
 

1. Adult supervision 
A child in trouble will struggle for only 20 seconds. It is imperative for the child to be within arm’s length of an adult at all times. 
Never leave children unattended around the pool and if there are several children swimming, have two to three adults 
supervising. At pool parties, ensure the children know who is in charge if they need to call for help, and never let an adult who 
has been drinking or is on sedative medicine supervise children in the pool.   
2. Pool safety devices 
Solid safety covers are widely regarded as the single most effective barrier to entry as they completely seal off the water and a 
child cannot squeeze through the sides. Other recommended devices are nets and pool fences. Never use flotation devices 
such as water wings for pool safety.  
3. Swimming skills 
While swimming lessons don’t make a child drown-proof, a child with strong swimming skills is at considerably less risk of 
drowning. Choose an accredited swimming school and start lessons young. Once your child has the basic skills, teach him/her 
to swim fully clothed and with shoes on. Make swimming a regular and fun family activity so the swimming skills aren’t lost.   
 

For other tips and guides, visit www.topstep.co.za 

 
 

A variety of colours allow the cover to blend into the look and feel of the outdoor living area. Choose from blue, black, racing 
green, grey, brown, mustard, beige or stone white. An excellent cover for pet safety too! 

We pride ourselves on being able to tailor products to specific requirements, including Rollup 
Stations. Email us about your needs and let us come up with an affordable and innovative solution! 
 

Custom Rollup Station on a PowerPlastics Solid Safety Cover 
Pictured left is a custom Rollup Station on a PowerPlastics Solid Safety Cover. A customer recently 
wanted a cover for his 15 metre long pool. The cover had to be easy to use and allow for one person 
only to operate it. He also didn’t want a pool cover that was dependent on electricity. We provided a 
unique solution which used a Rollup Station on one end and then a second Rollup Station on the 
other end to facilitate the closure of the pool cover. The Rollup Stations were secured into the 
wooden deck and wheels were placed down the sides to reduce friction. Click here to watch a video 
and see how quickly the pool is covered. 
 
 

EasyRoll—automate the PowerPlastics Solid Safety Cover 
Although this is not essential and a manual Solid Safety Cover is very easy to use, one of the biggest 
risks when it comes to child safety is when parents can't be bothered to re-cover their pool after 
swimming. EasyRoll eliminates the temptation to be negligent and lazy about re-securing the pool 
after use — a perfect accessory in summer when children are in and out the pool several times a 
day! It is the most cost-effective way to automate your pool cover when fully-automated covers are 
not in your budget.  
The lightweight, portable unit is slotted into the battens of the PowerPlastics Solid Safety Cover. 
When the gear motor is engaged, it rotates the cover’s battens to open or close the pool for 
swimming. EasyRoll is suited to PowerPlastics Solid Safety Covers measuring between 5 and 12 
metres long. 
 
Click here to request a quote, or here to learn more.  
 
 
SafetyRoll—motorised Rollup Station for the PowerPlastics Solid Safety Cover 
Again, despite the cover being easy to use manually, SafetyRoll assists in the removal of the cover 
and closing the pool after again after swimming. 
SafetyRoll’s retractable wheel axis is slotted into the aluminium battens of the PowerPlastics Solid 
Safety Cover. With the power engaged, the user ‘drives’ the unit down the length of the pool, 
supporting the wheel’s axis at the handles. The gear motor rotates the shaft, covering or uncovering 
the pool. SafetyRoll also ensures the cover is not dragged over the paving, avoiding abrasive wear 
and tear on the PVC. The entire unit can be easily moved after use should you wish the pool 
surrounds to be clear.  
 
Click here to request a quote or here to learn more.  

Layers of safety: the 3 recommended layers to safeguard children around the pool 

After many months in development we are pleased to announce the launch of our new website. There’s more product information 
than before as well as all brochures and videos as downloads in one convenient page.  

The online quotation and ordering function has also been upgraded.  
Let us know what you think! www.powerplastics.co.za 

Our new website: www.powerplastics.co.za 

TopStep is an educational blog conceptualised to address the many questions arising from the 

proposed pool safety legislation, as well as gain better awareness around pool safety and child 

drowning prevention. Anyone is free to contribute and intelligent debate, personal stories and pool 

safety tips are welcomed.   
 

If you would like to get involved and promote the cause among your own networks, we’d love to hear 

from you. If you are a swimming coach or water sport professional, let us add your logo to TopStep and 

list you as a supporter! Email us on info@topstep.co.za and visit www.topstep.co.za to learn more.  

Add convenience to your PowerPlastics Solid Safety Cover 

1. Adult supervision  2. Pool safety devices  
(solid safety covers)   

3. Swimming skills 

Covered! News from PowerPlastics Pool Covers: March 2014 

It’s a lifestyle choice —
we’ve got you covered! 

PowerPlastics Pool Covers manufacture an innovative range of pool cover solutions, taking an insightful approach to product 
development and promoting a lifestyle choice, not just a pool cover. Our solutions are always innovative, directly addressing 
issues affecting South African pool owners. We have tailored a range of thermal pool covers in response to local crises 
including the ongoing electricity and water crises and the need to shrink carbon footprints in the domestic setting. With 
remarkable high performance thermal pool covers, PowerPlastics Pool Covers is widely regarded as the leading supplier of 
covers for the eco-conscious pool owner and runs a broad educational campaign regarding the environmental impact of 
swimming pools.  
 

Child safety around pools is of paramount importance at PowerPlastics Pool Covers, giving parents peace of mind with the 
PowerPlastics Solid Safety Cover, one of the most effective and easy to use methods of securing your pool on the market. We 
are educators in this field too and consistently seek to educate pool owners on the drowning risk of open pools. PowerPlastics 
Pool Covers is also the founder of educational blog TopStep, the home of pool safety, an online platform for both the industry 
and public to better understand the nature of child drownings and local legislative requirements.  
 

At the top end of the market is the fully automated imported system, Starline Roldeck. This top of the range cover offers true 
modern convenience and adds the perfect finish to the ‘no expense spared’ home.  

PowerPlastics Pool Covers has teams servicing Johannesburg, Pretoria, Cape Town, Durban, Port Elizabeth, George, 
Vereeniging, Nelspruit, Bloemfontein, Hoedspruit, Pietermaritzburg and Polokwane. Our superior manufacturing and locally 
unparalleled designs combined with an unfailing customer centric approach are what sets us apart in the industry. Visit 
www.powerplastics.co.za for more info.  

CAPE TOWN: 11 HARRIS DRIVE  | OTTERY     

TEL: 021 703 5880  | FAX: 021 703 4864  | INFO@POWERPLASTICS.CO.ZA 

 

 JOHANNESBURG: GROUND FLOOR, CAMBRIDGE MANOR 5 

 CNR WITKOPPEN & STONEHAVEN ROAD| PAULSHOF 

TEL: 011 234 5949   | FAX: 011 234 5954  | JOBURG@POWERPLASTICS.CO.ZA 

WWW.POWERPLASTICS.CO.ZA 

 
 

THERMAL COVERS | AUTOMATIC COVERS |  SAFETY COVERS | ENERGYGUARD | JETSTREAMS | LEAFNET 

About PowerPlastics Pool Covers 

A swimming pool is 14 times more likely than a motor vehicle to be involved in the death of a child age 4 and under. Yet still, almost 
every week we see reports of drownings occuring in domestic pools across South Africa, reminding us that children need to be taught to swim 
as a life skill, not just a social skill. Factoring into this is the need for pool safety legislation. It has been a hot topic of discussion again lately 
with a public hearing on the issue recently in Gauteng. Please be advised that it is not a matter of if, but when, so start thinking about securing 
your pool now and being compliant. Johannesburg Municipality will likely be the first province / body to pass it into law. In terms of the law-
making process, many have asked us how it works. In short, an official Standard has to be created for the legislation to be based on, done by 
the SA Bureau of Standards. The standard is in process and we can expect the legislation to be signed into law soon afterwards. Other 
municipalities around the country will likely follow the same process as in Gauteng. We’ve worked alongside key decision makers for the past 
six years through the legislative process so they are sufficiently well informed to acknowledge that the PowerPlastics Pool Covers Solid Safety 
Cover is one of the best methods to secure a pool from drownings. And not only will we help you comply, the PowerPlastics Solid Safety Cover 
offers environmental and household savings too (something not associated with other devices) that leave the actual pool water exposed to the 
elements. See below for more on these savings.  
        Please also visit our educational blog TopStep, the home of pool safety. This is an interactive website where your comments on all 
aspects of pool safety may be posted. We also have a TopStep Facebook page for your interactive comments. Let’s get your thoughts flowing 
and start to educate those with pools. Drownings are not only preventable with safety devices around a pool but it needs all of us to proactively 
play our role, and the role of TopStep is to inform and educate around pool safety. Please actively use this platform. 
        Lastly, read on for details about our new PowerPlastics Pool Covers website — just launched a few days ago with some great extras to 
help you navigate through our ever growing product range!  
 

     Carolyn Idas, Operations Manager (Info@powerplastics.co.za) 
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