
Covered! News from PowerPlastics Pool Covers: July 2014 

Every year we see pool owners pouring money into their pools all through winter when they don’t so much as dip a toe in the 
water until much, much later in the year. This year, consider a pool cover as the wiser investment and ‘pack your pool away’ 
for the chilly months. Maintaining a pool in winter is much like servicing and insuring a car that is on blocks in the driveway—
i.e. a little bit pointless! Read on to learn more about how we’ll help you save this winter with the EnergyGuard GeoBubble 
cover, or if you are concerned about child safety, the PowerPlastics Solid Safety Cover is an excellent winter investment too.  
A lot of you are aware of the recent movement with regards to the pool safety legislation coming into play in Gauteng. Well, 
from our side we can advise that it is definitely moving forward. Below we explain the process for you and what it will mean for 
pool owners when passed into law. Our best advice? Start thinking about compliance now and get ahead of the rush.  
Lastly, if you’ve not had a look at our new website, please do. It is loaded with new information on our entire product range, 
including a revised quotation form for on the spot costings! There is also a list of our Distributors all around SA and in 
neighbouring countries, should you be outside of our own sales team’s reach.   

    Carolyn Idas, Operations Manager   info@powerplastics.co.za 

PowerPlastics Pool Covers manufacture an innovative range of pool cover solutions, taking an insightful approach to product 
development and promoting a lifestyle choice, not just a pool cover. Our solutions are always innovative, directly addressing 
issues affecting South African pool owners. We have tailored a range of thermal pool covers in response to local crises 
including the ongoing electricity and water crises and the need to shrink carbon footprints in the domestic setting. With 
remarkable high performance thermal pool covers, PowerPlastics Pool Covers is widely regarded as the leading supplier of 
covers for the eco-conscious pool owner and runs a broad educational campaign regarding the environmental impact of 
swimming pools.  
     Child safety around pools is of paramount importance at PowerPlastics Pool Covers, giving parents peace of mind with the 
PowerPlastics Solid Safety Cover, one of the most effective and easy to use methods of securing your pool on the market. We 
are educators in this field too and consistently seek to educate pool owners on the drowning risk of open pools. PowerPlastics 
Pool Covers is also the founder of educational blog TopStep, the home of pool safety, an online platform for both the industry 
and public to better understand the nature of child drownings and local legislative requirements.  

     At the top end of the market is the fully automated imported system, Starline Roldeck. This top of the range cover offers 
true modern convenience and adds the perfect finish to the ‘no expense spared’ home.  

     Also available is the PowerPlastics JetStreams, a state of the art range of counter current jets with a system for every 
requirement, from professional swimmers wanting a flat current just below the surface to train in, to floor mounted jets for 
soothing massage. The vast range of JetStreams’ applications extends from meditative relaxation to focused massage and 
athletic exercise, all in the privacy of your own home.  
PowerPlastics Pool Covers has teams servicing Johannesburg, Pretoria, Cape Town, Durban, Port Elizabeth, George, 
Vereeniging, Nelspruit, Bloemfontein, Hoedspruit, Pietermaritzburg and Polokwane. Our superior manufacturing and locally 
unparalleled designs combined with an unfailing customer centric approach are what sets us apart in the industry. Visit 
www.powerplastics.co.za for more info.  

THIS WINTER, WILL YOUR POOL COST YOU MORE THAN IT SHOULD? 

^ Save with EnergyGuard GeoBubble ^ 
 Increases water temperature by up to 4 degrees Celsius   

 Power saving: reduce filtration times by 50%   

 Water evaporation: reduced by 98%+   

 Inhibits light entry therefore curbs algae growth     

 Chemical consumption: reduced by up to 70%   

 Effective way to winterize a pool, saves on maintenance costs when a pool is not in use for long periods    

 Cleaner water, reduced dirt and debris in pool  

 Heat retention & warmer water – extends swimming season by 6 to 8 weeks   
 

Click here for more info or mail info@powerplastics.co.za for a quote today. 
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Winterize with the right colour!  
The PowerPlastics Solid Safety Cover 

 
 

Our PowerPlastics Solid Safety Cover is the most effective barrier to prevent children accessing 
the pool water. Importantly, it has a ratchet fastening system that is quick and easy to use. The 
PVC cover is drawn over lightweight aluminium poles that rest on the paving. Once in place, the 
cover’s tension is tightened with a simple ratchet device. The cover can bear the weight of two 
adults and one child.  
 
But we’re talking winter here so how does one save on maintenance with this safety cover? As 
explained above, using a dark coloured cover to block out light and prevent algae is the 
fundamental principle behind winterizing a pool with a cover. The PowerPlastics Solid Safety 
Cover comes in a variety of darker colours including black, blue, dark brown and racing green. 
The blue and stone grey colour choices actually have a black underside so can be used as a 
winter solution too. This stone white with a black underside is brand new, available from July 
2014. Other colour choices are  grey and beige. We consistently get great feedback on the colour 
choices for this range and how one can blend the cover into the pool’s surrounds for an 
aesthetically pleasing finish to the pool area.  
 
Algae prevention aside, what makes this safety method stand out from the other methods like 
nets and pool fences is the fact that the water is not exposed to the elements and therefore curbs 
evaporation, prevents leaves and debris collecting in the water, and reduces chemical 
requirments. This all adds up to notable water, filtration and chemical savings.  
 
Click here for more product details or here to request a quote. Click here to watch our latest 
video.  

 

So, will your pool cost you more than it should this winter? The short answer to the question above is yes, your pool is very 
likely eating into household budgets far more than it ought to be if it is not covered. Winterizing a pool is the term given to 
shutting down a pool in cooler months as a means to save and do away with weekend pool maintenance when you’d rather 
be warm, indoors and catching up with your PVR!  
 
Here’s a quick look at where your pool eats into your household budgets each month and why.  
 

Power consumption: in the average home, the pool pump accounts for 12% of the entire home’s power bill. We all know a 

pool needs filtering in order to maintain water hygiene and prevent it become one big mass of algae. So, because prevention 
is better (and cheaper) than cure, why not rather stop the algae growth in the first place? Algae thrives on light. Cover the 
water with a dark pool cover such as EnergyGuard GeoBubble which has a grey surface and black underside (or a dark 
coloured PowerPlastics Solid Safety Cover (see below—this month we’ve added a new stone grey/black colour to the range)), 
prohibit light entry and the algae dies off. The cover will slash that energy consumption by half, to 6% of the home’s total 
consumption.  

Chemical consumption: this dovetails with power consumption in as much as pool chemicals are part of the equation in 

terms of maintaining water hygiene. But, because you have already eliminated algae growth with a dark cover, you will use 
70% less chemicals once the pool is covered. What’s more, chemicals such as chlorine naturally dissipate in sunlight so, with 
a pool cover, the chemicals you do use will actually stay in the water and be far more effective. Salt water chlorinated pools 
can also be turned down so they will generate less chlorine. 

Water consumption: A 8x4m or 32m2 pool will lose 64000 litres or 64m3 a year in average local conditions. Reducing 

water consumption is based on the very simple principle that if you cover liquid it can’t evaporate. Each of our pool covers, 
including our PowerPlastics Solid Safety Cover, will instantly reduce evaporation by 98%+.  

General maintenance: while this doesn't impact household budgets per se, nobody wants to spend their weekends slaving 

over the pool with the leaf scoop! By using a cover, all the leaves and garden debris collect on the cover and it’s a pretty quick 
and simple exercise to just clear the cover of debris.  
 

So, the figures are hard to ignore. Chat to us about a winter pool cover as a means to achieve remarkable savings and create 
a far more eco-friendly pool too.  

 

Most pool owners in South Africa are now aware that pool safety legislation is not just a rumour, 
with Gauteng being the furthest along in the process to date. It is important to understand the 
process of law-making in this regard, so here’s a quick run down of how the process is being 
structured. 
 

No legislation or by-law can be passed unless there is an approved Standard for the items/
products which enable compliance. In this regard, new Standards for pool safety devices have had 
to be devised as none were in existence in South Africa. The by-law then cites / refers to such 
Standards.  
 

At present, the SA Bureaux of Standards (SABS) is busy drafting these required Standards which 
are initially written as recommended codes of practice. These codes of practice will update the 
current national Standard which currently refers only to pool fences as requirements around a 
pool. The new SABS 10134 Standard will include the option of securing your pool with either a 
safety pool cover  (which is where we come in with the PowerPlastics Solid Safety Cover) or 
safety net—two methods more in line with what pool owners are currently using for child safety 
around pools.  
 

The SABS 10134 is now open for public comment. Should you wish to comment on this Standard 
we will put you in touch with the relevant people. It is the intention of the SABS that this SABS 
10134 becomes part of the National Building Act. It will also update the SABS 10209 which 
governs the building of new swimming pools. If the 10134 Standard becomes part of the national 
Standard, there will be no need for Johannesburg to adopt it as a by-law as it automatically 
applies nationwide.  

Order, cover and forget until spring!  
The PowerPlastics Solid Safety Cover is an elegant choice for a hassle free and safe winter pool! Pictured below are some 

of our and our Distributors' recent installations around the country.  

     Stone Grey (black underside)                            Blue (black underside)                                      Brown 

                     Black             Grey                Racing green 

POOL SAFETY LEGISLATION—AN UPDATE 

The whole topic is centred on protecting those who can’t protect themselves – children. The motor industry is not allowed to 
manufacture vehicles without seatbelts. Unsecured or open pools are equally hazardous. It'd be much like letting your toddler 
play unsupervised near a bonfire. We’re also recommending that labelling will come into the Standard. We'd like to see 
mandatory health warnings on every pool product, much like those found on cigarettes. So for example, pool chemical 
companies could also participate by placing warnings such as ‘Protect your pool from unauthorised access by children’. 
It’s a big topic that is raising many questions. Feel free to drop us a line with your questions or comments, and please watch 
our Facebook page for updates on the Standards and the process. Also, please follow TopStep, the home of pool safety, our 
educational blog, for legislation news, tips and advice on child drowning prevention.  

ABOUT POWERPLASTICS POOL COVERS 

^ NEW! The 
PowerPlastics Solid 
Safety Cover—our 
stone grey and our 
blue colour choices 

have a black 
underside to prevent 

algae growth 
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